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The worst fears of responsible scientists
have materialized: gifted but egomaniacal
Neil Holmes has used available technology
to change the human genome. His
infection killed most of his unknowing
victims and transformed the survivors into
a new type of human. The origin of these
Greens (who can produce food by
photosynthesis) is described in the novel
Becoming Green. This is the prelude to
Exile at Dawn and the first book in the
Green People Chronicles. In Exile at
Dawn, the entire Green population has
been relocated to a remote internment
camp located in Aurora, Nevada, at the
remote site of the Old West town where
Mark Twain once tried gold mining.
Young Tom and Gloria come of age and
fall in love in Camp Aurora, while Toms
sister Lilly becomes pregnant and gives
birth to Adam, the first Green baby. The
human desires for freedom and romantic
love place these Greens in mortal danger.

The lives and loves of these and other
Greens unfold under threat: because Greens
are infectious and can reproduce, they
would eventually become the predominant
human species and we would become
extinct. This poses a moral and existential
dilemma: should we commit genocide of
the Greens, or can some other solution be
found? Tom, Gloria, Lilly, and Adam dont
wait for their fate to be decided by
far-away politicians.  Exile at Dawn
describes their struggles to shape their own
lives and save their people.
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